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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the reliability and to prevent vibration 
and noise by reducing the moving amount of the developing unit of a rotary type 
multicolor developing device when forming an image in a monochrome mode, 
thereby reducing the wear of a driving system. 

SOLUTION: The position where an area between the black developing unit 4 and 
a developing unit for other color, for example a cyan developing device 7, 
which is adjacent to the black developing unit 4 faces a photoreceptor 1, is 
the position of the rotary type multicolor developing device 2 being in a 
standby state, that is, a home position, (a). In image formation in the 
monochrome mode, a rotary part 3 rotates to the right 45° from the home 
position, so that the black developing unit 4 moves to the position facing the 
photoreceptor 1, (b). In this position, a developing bias is applied to a 
developing roll from outside to bring the black developing unit 4 into an 
operable condition, and development with black toner is carried out. After the 
image formation in the monochrome mode, the rotary type multicolor developing 
device 2 rotates to the left 45°, so that it is returned to the home 
position, (c). 
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